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Economy softens Trump disapproval 


MINNESOTA POLL: Majority say he lacks presidential temperament, but stark divide remains on performance. 


By JENNIFER BROOKS 
jennifer.brooks@startribune.com 


One year into President 
Donald Trump’s term, Minne- 
sotavotersare sharply divided 
on his job performance even 
as a majority believe he lacks 
the right temperament for the 
office and is not always truth- 
ful, results ofa new statewide 
Minnesota Poll show. 


Asacandidate, Trump nar- 
rowly lost the state to Hillary 
Clinton while winning over 
voters in the vast majority of 
counties outside the Twin Cit- 
ies. Those divisions remain 
a year later, with views of 
Trump widely divergent in 
different regions, between 
men and women and among 
different age groups. 

For the most part, the poll 


shows, Minnesotans who 
voted for Trump still like him. 
They say they like that he has at 
least tried to tackle the prom- 
ises he made to bring back jobs, 
cut back on immigration and 
put conservative judges onthe 
bench. Even when he hasn’t 
delivered on promises — to 
repeal Obamacare, to build a 
wall on the Mexican border, 
to spend a trillion dollars on 


roads and bridges — they like 
that he’s still talking about it. 

“Tmvery surprised, andhap- 
pily so,” said Lionel Baumet, a 
retired analyst for Caterpillar 
Inc. who lives in the tiny Anoka 
County community of Lake 
George. “He seemed erratic 
when he was running, but he 
just seemed to come through. 
... It’s the economy. He’s doing 
good on the economy.” 


With the stock market 
booming and the economy 
stable, the percentage of 
Minnesotans who approve 
of Trump’s performance in 
office rose from 40 percent 
last April to 45 percent this 
month. Another 47 percent 
of registered voters polled 
disapproved, and 8 percent 
remained undecided at the 

See POLL on A6> 
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Worker 

shortage 
worst in 
decades 


Minnesota employers that 
depend on low-wage hires 
are near a breaking point. 


By EVAN RAMSTAD 
evan.ramstad@startribune.com 


Minnesota is on the verge 
of not having enough workers. 

Two Stooges Sports Bar 
and Grill in Fridley employs 
about 40 people, but co-owner 
Greg Asproth thinks it needs 
another five to eight. He is 
advertising for them, but get- 
ting few responses. 

“Sometimes you just kickin 
and do more whether you’re 
an owner, a manager or an 
employee,” he says. “And 
sometimes you’re short- 
staffed and there’s nothing 
you can do about it.” 

The restaurant, which also 
has one of the largest and 
most popular pool halls in the 
Twin Cities, has been open 
for 30 years, long enough for 
Asproth to experience several 
turns of the economic cycle. 
But not like this one. 

Minnesota’s economic 
agency reported last fall that 
there were more job vacancies 
— just under 123,000 ina state 
that employs nearly 3 million 
people — during the first half 
of 2017 than at any time since 
it started measuring in 2000. 

Employers find them- 
selves in a pinch unlike any- 
thing they’ve encountered 
for decades. Many are eager 


See JOBS on A10 > 
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Vikings superfan who 


purple gut. 


Sunday morning, Lindsey Lorentson of 
Rosemount will rise, don her purple under- 
wear, purple leggings, purple jersey, purple 
wig, purple face paint and fistfuls of purple 
beads to transform into Purplelicious, a 


the purple Kool-Aid, bleeds purple and wants 
NOTHING more than a Vikings victory — 
setting off a wave of purple joy among thou- 
sands of purple-clad fans. 

And, in the process, hopefully, oh please, 
oh please, banish previous punches to the 


“The pain is there. Oh, it’s there. But I’m 
not afraid,” said Lorentson, who has been a 
fan since 1987 (Darrin Nelson’s drop at the 
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AFTER YEARS OF PAIN, 
HOPE SPRINGS PURPLE 


Story by JAMES WALSH « Photo by CARLOS GONZALEZ œ Star Tribune staff 


admits she guzzles 


“Tm not 
afraid. 
. This 

year feels 
different.” 


Vikings superfan 
Lindsey “Purpleli- 
cious” Lorentson, 
above, at home 
with some of her 
memorabilia 


goal line). “This year feels different.” 

What is it they say about hope? That it 
springs eternal? So how would philosophers 
describe the hope — never far away from gut- 


wrenching fear — of Minnesota Vikings fans? 


From members of the Vikings World Order, 
composed of purple-painted superfans, to 
die-hard team followers who haven’t missed 
a game home or away in decades, a persis- 
tent, lingering hope has been gaining force 
with every 2017-18 Vikings victory. That this, 
despite so many heartbreaks, could finally be 
the year. And that it could happen with the 
Vikings being the first team in history to win 
the game in its home stadium, adds a whole 


See FAN on A10 > 


False alert 
on missile, 
and panic 
in Hawaii 


was left to fear the worst. 
Human error was blamed. 


By AUDREY McAVOY 
and JENNIFER KELLEHER 
Associated Press 


HONOLULU - A false alarm 
that warned ofa ballistic mis- 
sile headed for Hawaii sent 
the islands into a panic Satur- 
day, with people abandoning 
cars ona highway and prepar- 
ing to flee their homes until 
officials said the cellphone 
alert was a mistake. 

Hawaii officials apologized 
repeatedly and said the alert 
was sent when someone hit 
the wrong button during a 
shift change. They vowed to 
ensure it would never happen 
again. “We made a mistake,” 
said Vern Miyagi, Hawaii’s 
Emergency Management 
Agency administrator. 

For nearly 40 minutes, it 
seemed like the world was about 
to end in Hawaii, an island par- 
adise already jittery over the 
threat of nuclear-tipped mis- 
siles from North Korea. 

The emergency alert, 
which was sent to cellphones 
statewide just before 8:10 
a.m., said: “BALLISTIC MIS- 
SILE THREAT INBOUND 
TO HAWAII. SEEK IMME- 
DIATE SHELTER. THIS IS 
NOT A DRILL.” 

On the H-3, a major high- 
way north of Honolulu, vehi- 
cles sat empty after drivers left 
them to run to a nearby tunnel 
after the alert showed up, the 
Honolulu Star-Advertiser 

See ALERT on A7 > 


40 scary minutes: R.T. Rybak, 
others describe confusion. A7 


Museum bets art can reshape thoughts 


The museum wants to know if art can help 
you better imagine the lives of others. 


an gazing at art boost your empa- 

thy? The Minneapolis Institute of 

Art is embarking on a five-year, 
$750,000 experiment to find out. 

The museum recently nabbed a grant 

from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 

to explore whether spending time in an art 

center might help you imagine the lives of 

others, feeling what they feel. As the country 

wrestles with deep geographic, racial and 

economic divisions, cultural institutions are 

arguing that they’re the perfect places to 

help people see past those lines. “This is 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 
received $750,000 grant to study 
whether art can mend divisions. 


By JENNA ROSS ° jross@startribune.com 


a time period where we could all benefit 
from greater understanding of other people 
... who don’t have the same life experiences,” 
said Kaywin Feldman, institute director. 
The results of the project could change 


how museums across the country feel and 
function. Researchers will test visitors’ 
empathy as they enter, and then on their 
way out — perhaps by having them respond 
to expressions or emoji on iPads. They’ll 
measure the effects of an interactive art dis- 
play versus a static one. They'll experiment 
with telling more compelling stories about 
the artworks, tweaking tours and wall labels. 
“This is a big bet for a foundation and for a 
museum,” said Elizabeth Merritt, vice presi- 
dent of the Center for the Future of Museums. 
See EMPATHY on A10 > 
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